The last meeting for the current 1997-2001 term of the International Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP) took place in the United States in October 2000. After having met with its four standing Committees, the Main Commission took a number of important decisions. Two new ICRP reports were approved for publication; five new members were elected to the Commission for its next, 2001-2005, term; 20 new members were appointed to the four Committees; and a formal Task Group on New Recommendations was launched.
The Commission also reviewed drafts of forthcoming reports; reviewed the continuing work of its Committees; reviewed reactions of the international radiation protection community to initial proposals concerning new ICRP recommendations; and gave advice to its recently launched Task Group on Protection of the Natural Environment.
Each Committee discussed the scope of new, consolidated ICRP Recommendations, tentatively scheduled for approval in 2005, and their own contributions to the development of those Recommendations. They also reviewed the various projects and draft reports under their aegis. The Commission members participated in the meetings of the Committees and assisted in the progress of their work. The four Committees reported that progress to the Commission at the end of the meeting.
In connection with the meeting, the Commission also arranged a well-attended briefing session and reception for bodies interested in radiological protection.
During its Bethesda meeting the Main Commission approved two new reports from Committee 3 for publication. These were: Prevention of Accidents to Patients Undergoing Radiation Therapy; and Managing Patient Dose in Computed Tomography. These follow two previous reports from Committee 3, which had already been approved by the Commission, on Pregnancy and Medical Irradiation (ICRP Publication 84) and the present report on Avoidance of Radiation Injuries from Medical Interventional Procedures.
The Main Commission for its next term has established two Task Groups. The first Task Group is to be chaired by Lars-Erik Holm and is concerned with Protection of the Environment. It is intended to review the Commission's Policy, which is essentially that if humans are protected to the degree thought necessary, then other species are adequately protected. Some further information about this Task Group and its plans are shown on the Commission's Internet web site, www.icrp.org.
The second Task Group is established to take forward the development of the next recommendations of the Commission. It will be chaired by the Chairman of the 
